FLOWER SHOWS 

 MADE EASY AND FUN

1. Read your schedule CAREFULLY! If you have questions, call someone on the Flower Show Committee to clarify. If there is a workshop for the show, plan to attend. Pick a class to enter. 

2. During the months before the show, read the details of your class and start thinking about ideas for your design. Is there time to plant some bulbs or flowers, what should the container look like, what do the size requirements look like, etc. You may see design ideas during that time that will give you inspiration. Notice arrangements in magazines, catalogs, stores, etc. Browse library books for ideas.

3. Two – three weeks before the show, read the schedule CAREFULLY, noting any REQUIREMENTS for materials, how many sides the arrangement will be viewed from and the finished size. Choose a container and clean it carefully.

4. The day before the show, cut your flowers and greens, preferably early in the morning. Conditioning is very important. Remove extraneous leaves.Re-cut them in the kitchen and immerse immediately in water for at least four hours. If you add a plant food for cut flowers, prepare it exactly as the instructions say. Adding too much water can dilute the solution and encourage bacteria rather than kill it. Repeat step 3.

5. If you are using oasis, let the oasis sink by itself in the water – don’t push down – to insure that water is absorbed throughout without air pockets

6. Cut out a piece of paper the size of the finished arrangement to use as a guide. You can set this up against the wall behind the arrangement as you are working and also lay it down beside it from time to time to see that you are keeping within the boundaries.

7.  Helpful pointers in arranging:

· as you arrange, cut the stem on an angle (to allow for more surface for the water) and immediately put in place. Do not pull out and replace in the same hole.

· use uneven numbers of “similar” flowers
· place guideline flowers to determine final general borders

· vary flower faces and sizes in most arrangements

· flowers should not be all the same length

· generally larger darker flowers sit lower in arrangement; lighter smaller flowers sit higher

· a lazy Susan is helpful for doing an arrangement viewed from all sides

· groom your plant material as you go – blossoms or leaves with holes, discoloration, etc.

· tidy up accessories – iron the fabric, dust teacup, etc.

· mask your mechanics with leaves or filler flowers

· use a mirror to spot holes or mistakes

· measure the final arrangement

8. List all the flowers and greens you used in the arrangement for your entry card.

9. Transport your creation carefully – do not assume it will not topple over. A large flat box is more stable than a smaller one. Tuck newspaper or beach towels into the spaces.

10. Above all, enjoy the process, take chances, and let your creative juices flow, walk away and come back to it. Remember it’s flowers not brain surgery and with flower shows you learn by doing.
HORTICULTURE SHOWS 
MADE EASY AND FUN

1. Read your schedule CAREFULLY! If you have questions call someone on the Hort Committee to clarify. Pick a class to enter.

2. A week to three days before the show, walk around your garden and notice which flowers are just coming into bloom. Look at the schedule and think of possible classes you will be entering. Make sure you know the common and botanical names of each entry. Plan how you will get your entries to the show without damage. For example, a carton that a six-pack of bottles comes in will support several bottles of cuttings. 

3. The day before the show cut your entries avoiding insect damage or water damage - look for the healthiest example of your plant. Choose specimens based on freshness, size, brightness of color and number of blooms per stem (if applicable). Avoid flowers that are faded, have insect damage, stems and leaves that are diseased or discolored or damaged by insects. (If just a few leaves or petals are affected they might be able to be removed). Consider collections – do you have enough quantity and variety? If cutting branches, make sure you measure the correct length. You may need to remove any damaged leaves or berries. Consider:  does removing part of the branch or tip make the rest more symmetrical? Re-cut them in the kitchen and immerse immediately in water. Condition your cut flowers and branches by putting them up to their heads in very warn water to which a teaspoon of sugar and a little Clorox has been added.

4. If possible prepare your entry cards at home (ask the flower show committee for entry cards) The Google and Google image are helpful sources for common and botanical plant names. The club also has plant books available the day of the show and sometimes prior to the show.
5. Be sure to note the entry times the day of the show. Arrive early as your entries must be staged:
· at the show, the club provides bottles and other supplies (cotton balls, saran, etc.) for staging. Choose an appropriate size container for your entry.
· make sure the stem is below the water level in the container

· flowers or branches should be facing front and upright (use cotton balls, saran, etc. to hold them in place). Groom once again and look closely for any insects or damaged parts

· collections should look like a flower arrangement with pleasing symmetry and color combinations if appropriate

· attach your entry card             

· present your entry to the passers who will double-check your entry to be sure your specimen is show ready!
